RCP NEWS, JULY/AUGUST 1989

MIAMI CAMP FOR VENTILATOR:
ASSISTED CHILDREN IS UNI O UE

Each summer, children who
are dependent on ventilators
for assistance in_breathing,
have a door opened to a world
that has been inaccessible to
them. It happens at a week-
long overnight camp, designed
to bring ventilator-assisted
children and their families

such as
and group games. It is the only
camp of its kind in_the United
States.

Started in 1986, the Camp
is a program of the Miami
Children's Hospital's Ventila-
tor Assisted Children’s Center
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children to their homes and
families, with the necessary
equipment and home health

er to sustain
their medical needs.

VACC Camp is co-
sponsored by the American Lung
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Jungle are also part a](?ep"?gﬂ’"’-
Assotialion of Dade and Meerod
Counties. It is held each summer
at the Bird Drive Community
Park Therapeutic Complex, a
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county public park equipped for
the
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Currently, there is space for 10
families to attend each camp
session.

Previous association with the
VACC is not required, and child-
ren may participate at no charge
on a first come, first serve basis
from any place in the world. All
expenses are paid by Miami
Children’s Hospital with help
from generous contributors.
Families must pay their own

Hugs and smiles abound at the
JAGC Camp,
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The week is filled with special
activities such as field trips to
the Miami Seaquarium, the
Science Museum, Parrot
Jungle, or Miamf's new Bayside
Mall. Activities at the campsite
include swimming, exercise, fun
the playground, nature walks, a
carnival, a talent show, a barbe-
cue, shows by magicians and
clowns, camp fires and story-
telling.

3 impser, Miami Childrerts
Hospital VAC Center Director, examines
young patients.

The staff is headed by Molses
simpser, VAC Center Director,
who is assisted by an assoclate
‘pediatric pulmonologist, a pe-
diatric nurse practitioner, a
clinical social worker, registered
nurses and respiratory thera-
pists. Child life, music and re-
habilitation therapists, patient
educators, nutritionists and
other specialists participate in
or contribute to the program.

Due to special care taken by
this multidisciplinary team, the
children's safety is ensured at all
times, and the families are able
to engage in actitivies which are
usually prohibited. Parents
enjoy some time out on the town
together while the children are
occupted and cared for by the
Camp stafl. continued on page 18




